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Lack of prediction of the 
affordance a person is likely to 
perceive

PROBLEM #1



Paper Towel Dispensers



Taxonomy does not describe 
underlying organising 
principles

PROBLEM #2
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Proposed Framework on Affordances
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Testable hypotheses

1. Classification and framing are independent dimensions 
influencing the perception of an artefact’s affordance by a 
human agent

2. The strength of classification and framing are positively related 
to the accuracy of the affordance perceived by a human agent

3. The strength of classification and framing are negatively related 
to the variety of uses to which a human agent associates to an 
artefact



Toilet Control Panel Source: http://www.eyeofsiva.com/2014/05/12/a-story-we-can-all-get-behind



lbur4205@uni.sydney.edu.au

II I

III IV

Framing

Stronger

Weaker

Classification


